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“I was a stranger, and you welcomed Me.”  

                                                                                ~ Jesus 
 

“The Lord protects the foreigners among us.  
He cares for the orphans and widows….”  Psalm 146:9 
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
 Dear friends, 

 
Welcome to Abba’s House, a ministry home under construction in Cypress, TX, seeking to provide 
a unique opportunity for compassionate care and discipleship by caring for refugee women and 
their children newly arrived to the U.S. through the UNHCR. 
 
Abba’s House will consist of a large home with communal gathering space, a community garden, 
barns with farm animals, a playground, and a prayer garden, with additional housing facilities to 
come, nestled on a few acres of farmland.  It will be home to a fluctuating community of people:  
the co-founders and their family who run the ministry, a refugee mom and her four children just 
arrived from the Congo before their camp was closed, a pregnant refugee woman and her two 
small children from Burma after 19 years in a camp, college interns with a desire to gain 
experience in compassion-ministry work, staff helping to run the ministry, even a missionary 
family home for a few months on furlough.  In this community they each have a room to call their 
own, but much of their time is spent together—preparing meals in the common kitchen, working 
outside in the community garden, gathering each evening for a time of prayer and 
encouragement, and sharing stories from life with one another.  Most are only there for a 
season—six to eight weeks (refugees), three to twelve months (interns and missionaries).  They 
are just passing through this strategically placed home their heavenly Father—their Abba—is using 
to care for them during a vulnerable, pivotal point on their journey. 
 
Abba’s House will also provide the opportunity for local individuals and groups, as well as teams 
from all over the U.S., to be involved in this venture.  A Boy Scout group builds a compost area for 
the community garden.  College students come after classes to help refugee children practice 
English.  A local women’s group arrives every Tuesday morning to teach refugee women how to 
prepare meals in an American kitchen.  A Bible study group gathers to hear a missionary tell stories 
of what God is doing on the front lines around the world.  From time to time, the doors are thrown 
open and all are invited to enjoy a meal with this eclectic group God has gathered in His house—
Abba’s House. 
 
The following pages will explain the ministry of Abba’s House in much greater detail. We’re sharing 
this with you to invite your prayerful consideration of becoming our partner in creating this 
community.  LifeBridge Church in Cypress, TX, boldly stepped up with a significant portion of what 
was needed to get things started.  They dedicated a few acres of land to be used, along with a 
substantial amount of seed money for the construction of the initial home.  In addition, St. John 
Lutheran Church in Cypress and Bayou City Fellowship Cypress Campus have become significant 
financial partners.  Now we are turning to other churches, local businesses, and individuals, asking 
for prayers and involvement to complete the first phase by Christmas of 2017. 
 
Abba’s House has received our 501c3 status and is set up to take donations.  Thank you for 
prayerfully considering a partnership with us in this venture. 
 
Michael Meissner, Executive Director | michael@abbashousetexas.com 
Paul Morrisett, Board President | paul@abbashousetexas.com 
 

mailto:michael@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:paul@abbashousetexas.com
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
  

OUR MISSION | Be a safe community of healing for refugee women and their children, restoring their 
dignity as ones created in God’s image by caring for their physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being. 
 
OUR VISION | Ignite the body of Christ to follow Jesus’ compassion for the most vulnerable among us, 
welcoming the displaced from other nations into the safety of the Father’s heart. 
 
OUR REASON | JESUS 

 “Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter…“ 
(Isaiah 58:7) 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in…  Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”  ∼ JESUS (Matthew 25:35, 40) 
 

OUR CORE VALUES | unhurried simplicity, unplugged rhythms, life-giving hospitality 
 

THE NEED | “Ruth” is representative of many refugees arriving in America.  She and her two children come 
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a nation torn apart by years of war and ethnic conflict.  When 
government forces destroyed her village, she was forced to flee for her life with nothing more than the clothes 
on her back and a child in each hand.  For 12 years she has gone from one refugee camp to another, 
experiencing unspeakable injustices producing deep wounds, but also a profound and vibrant faith with a 
fierce determination to survive.  
  
The U.S. is a compassionate nation, granting refugee status to a set number of displaced persons like Ruth 
every year.  They are provided some basic services, 3-4 months of financial support, and a chance at a new 
life.  In that time, they must learn a new language, adjust to a new culture, enroll their children in school, and 
find employment to support their family.  Many make the transition well, but others (like Ruth) are in need of 
additional care and support before fully integrating into a self-sustaining life.  As the body of Christ, we are 
compelled to reach out to the most vulnerable in this group, knowing we have much to offer, and they have 
so much to give us as well. (James 1:27 & Leviticus 19:33-34) 
 

OUR RESPONSE | As we welcome refugee women and their children into Abba’s House, we will be inviting 
them into our family—sharing our lives, working side by side with them in the kitchen and community 
garden, and providing a space of rest and hope so they are in a better position to continue their resettlement 
process. Anticipating a stay of 6-8 weeks, we strive towards a clear progression: 
 

 Entry phase – provide a safe place to simply rest, heal, and fall apart if needed. We will meet their 
basic needs as we enfold them into the daily rhythms of life in the Abba’s House family 

 

 Middle phase – orient them to American life through volunteers assisting in various areas: practice 
English, learn the basics of apartment life, navigate a kitchen, shop at a grocery store, receive 
counseling and spiritual guidance, and participate in the faith life of our Christian community if they 
choose 

 

 Exit phase – progress made towards stabilization: welcome fellow refugees, help with daily tasks of 
home and garden, engage in productive conversations, share the story of their journey, and actively 
prepare for the next phase in their resettlement process. 
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
 Desired Outcomes | Refugee women and their children who come to Abba’s House will have experienced a 

season of safety, healing, and stability that propels them forward on their way to becoming productive 
members of society. Their physical needs will have been met, basic life skills modeled, and progress made 
toward dealing with the wounds and trauma many of them have experienced. Most importantly, they will 
have encountered the love of Jesus through His people and the rhythms of life at Abba’s House.  
 
As Abba’s House opens in early 2018, we expect to immediately have a waiting list of those needing the 
services and care we provide.  We will be working specifically with Refugee Services of Texas (RST), and 
possibly the YMCA and Catholic Charities as well, receiving the most vulnerable of the women who come to 
them from UNHCR refugee camps.  RST has already informed us that the most likely population they will 
send to Abba’s House are women from the Democratic Republic of Congo, currently living in camps in 
various African countries.  We expect these women coming from such a rural and hostile environment to 
need the additional time and space we offer to rest and heal, as well as adjust to American life and culture, 
before beginning their four-month resettlement process through RST and the government agencies. 
 
The biggest risk facing us at Abba’s House is not having regular funds to cover the monthly expenses of living 
in the home and caring for the needs of those within it, although we have seen God provide so much already 
that we trust this will be provided as well.  The greatest challenge facing us is the emotional effect and 
physical drain that living daily with these women and children could have on those living in the home and 
caring for them.  Recognizing that reality, we have designed the home in a way that certain areas for the 
Meissner family can be blocked off for the sake of privacy and personal family time, while still being sure the 
refugees’ needs are met.  We also have a few people who are willing to offer respite to the Meissner family 
so they can have a break for renewal and rest every several weeks or as the felt need arises. 
 
The biggest opportunities for Abba’s House are the life-giving, life-changing impact we can have on a 
marginalized people group in great need that could completely change the health and vitality of their 
resettlement process and new life in our country, and just as significantly the impact we can have on the 
body of Christ as they come alongside these vulnerable ones to be part of their healing process.  As Isaiah 
58:8 says, when you pour out yourself for the poor and the hungry, “then your light will break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing will quickly appear.”  We see a great opportunity to have a huge impact for both the 
newly arrived refugees as well as the church at large. 
 
Other organizations that offer similar care for refugees are Jubilee Partners in Georgia, Casa Juan Diego in 
Houston, TX, and Posada Esperanza in Austin, TX.  Jubilee Partners is the organization to which we will be the 
most similar, and they have been in operation for over 30 years.  They have graciously shared much 
information and encouragement with us.  So have Casa Juan Diego and Posada Esperanza.  Casa Juan Diego, 
also in existence for over 30 years, is different from us in that they care mostly for illegal immigrants from 
Central America and those seeking asylum from Cuba.  They have separate facilities for men and women 
(children with the women), whereas we will only care for women and children, and only boys under the age 
of 10.  Sometimes they house over 100 people at a time, but we will initially only have space for two refugee 
families.  We are similar to Posada Esperanza in that they also serve only women and children (they have a 
separate facility for mixed genders called Casa Marianella).  Posada Esperanza is comprised of four houses in 
a cul-de-sac in Austin, so they can welcome up to 16 families at a time—and they are always full.  We hope 
within the first year to begin building phase 2 so that we can care for more families.  All of these 
organizations have expressed their excitement that we are building this house because they know like no 
one else how great of a need exists. 
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
  

 
Board of Directors 

Michael Meissner—Executive Director and House Leader 

Paul Morrisett—Board President and Builder 

Cindy Wu—Board Secretary and Tech Support 

Lisa Henney—Board Treasurer and Finances 

 

Ministry Team 

Michael Meissner—Executive Director and House Leader 

Julie Meissner—Ministry Director and House Leader 

Rolanda Williams—Teams Director and Team Development 

Leslie Sjurseth—Program Director and Volunteer Coordinator 

Ericka Grappe—Education Director and ESL Coordinator 

Angie Trevino—Health & Wellness Coordinator 

Wendy Lemmons—Respite Coordinator and Prayer Team 

Mary Zavala—Donated Goods Coordinator 

Heather Pedoto—Artisan Coordinator 

Tracie Pace—Web Development 

David Wu—Tech Support and Development 

Kristen Morrisett—Interior Design and Needs Coordinator 

 
 
For more information, use the following email addresses: 
 

info@abbashousetexas.com 
 
volunteer@abbashousetexas.com 
 
donations@abbashousetexas.com 
 
prayer@abbashousetexas.com 
 
facilities@abbashousetexas.com 
 
media@abbashousetexas.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:volunteer@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:donations@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:prayer@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:facilities@abbashousetexas.com
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
 ARCHITECTURAL RENDERING & FLOORPLANS
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
  

 
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 
Phase 1: Abba’s House Construction & Start Up……….………………………………………………… $226,000 

(Construction of Abba’s House….which will initially house an on-site staff family 
and two refugee families) 

 
$ raised for construction as of 10/28/2017……………………………………………………………………  $195,000 

 
Amount still needed to complete Phase 1 Construction………………………………………..………  $  31,000 

 
Anticipated Operational Costs – Year 1……………………………………………………………. $55,000 -- $60,000/yr 
 
 

 
 
Phase 1b: Projects……………………………various costs raised and constructed on case-by-case basis 

(Community Garden, Devotional Site, Barn, Landscaping, 
Pathways, Prayer Garden, Interior Finishes/Additions, 
Covered Pavilion, etc.) 
 
 

Phase 2: Staff Housing…………………………………………………………………………………….……….… est. $110,000 
Construction of staff home which fully opens up Abba’s House 
for refugee use.   
 
 

Phase 3: Community Center……………………………………………………………………………………….est. $250,000 
Community Center with additional refugee housing, large 
kitchen, 1200sf+ living/dining space, public bathrooms, office, 
school space for refugee children, etc.) 
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Abba’s House 
a place of refuge & restoration 
  

FIRST YEAR GOALS 
 

Abba’s House | Our goal in the first year is to establish a healthy pattern of refugee arrivals and 
departures, focusing more on quality and sustainability rather than simply numbers. 

1. Begin in the first quarter (Winter 2018) with resettling a single refugee family, and then 
gradually increase through the year until we operate at full capacity. 

2. Establish a healthy list of individuals and businesses that are willing to participate in various 
niche needs in Abba’s House (dentists, physicians, grocery stores, tutors, etc.) 

3. Provide regular opportunities for interaction between the residents of Abba’s House and the 
Cypress area community (Saturday night dinners, working in the community garden, mid-week 
evening worship and prayer, etc.) 

4. Coordinate with like-minded ministries in Houston (LINC, Refugee Services of TX, Bayou City 
Fellowship ESL, Houston Welcomes Refugees, The Community Cloth, PAIR, Amaanah, etc) who 
will partner with us in caring for the refugee community before they come to us and after they 
leave Abba’s House. 

  

 
AN OPPORTUNITY to START SOMETHING DIFFERENT  

 
A place of refuge and restoration in Jesus for refugee women and their children who have no other place 
to go is a great need, since Houston is the largest resettlement city in the U.S.—the most welcoming 
country around the globe.  You have an opportunity to be a part of something not only unique, but 
desperately needed! 
 
Believing Jesus has invited us to this adventure, we have made drastic changes to our family life and are 
embarking on a radical way of living that is calling us to be literally “all in!” Will you join us in living God’s 
grace tangibly with refugee women and their children?   Will you join us in opening Abba’s House? 

 
 

CONTACT US 
 Contact Michael Meissner at michael@abbashousetexas.com  
 Contact Paul Morrisett at paul@abbashousetexas.com 

 
 
DONATE 

Donations are accepted online via our website through a secure payment program.  Abba’s House is a 
501c3 non-profit ministry, so all donations are tax-deductible.  For electronic giving options, whether a 
one-time or recurring gift, please visit our website at www.abbashousetexas.com 
 
If you prefer to send us a check, please make it out to Abba’s House of Welcome and mail it to: 

Abba’s House 
16614 Mueschke Rd. 
Cypress, TX 77433 
 
 

 
“He who calls you is faithful, and He will surely do it!”  -1 Thessalonians 5:24 

mailto:michael@abbashousetexas.com
mailto:paul@abbashousetexas.com
http://www.abbashousetexas.com/

